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The work of the American Bible Society ts both misstonary and benevolent. 


To all classes tn 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


e 


1789— 1889. 


The key-note of Bible society organizations 


is a “wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 


without note or comment.” They are the out- 
growth of the Christian life of the nineteenth 
century. Let us consider what has been accom- 
plished in our own land, and what now remains 
to be done without delay. 

Before the Declaration of Independence, no 
Bible or Testament in the English language 


appears to have been printed in any one of the _ 


thirteen colonies. 
Ref printing-presses, 


in Pennsylvania, in the eran As early as 
1688, William Bradford, of Philadelphia, had 
issued proposals for printing by subscription a 
large Bible, but nothing came of it; and again, 
in 1770, John Fleming, of Boston, announced 
his readiness to begin the printing of Samuel 
Clark’s Bible in two volumes, with notes, if three 


hundred copies were subscribed for, but the 


project fell through for want of sufficient en- 
-couragement. It is an untrustworthy tradition 
‘that about the year 1752 a quarto Bible was 


and published with a London imprint, and the 
lutionary war, the people of the colonies had 


been entirely dependent on European presses 
| t every copy of the headee Bible. 


privately carried through the press in Boston 


fact remains that up to the outbreak of the revo- 


In 1782, Robert Aitken, of Philadelphia, who 
had previously published several editions of the 
New Testament, issued a small duodecimo Bible, 
and this was the only case where the entire 
English Bible had been printed on this side of 
the ocean before the time of General Wash- 
ington’s inauguration as President of the United 
States. 

That, however, was just at the dawn of a new 
era, for Collins’ and Woodhouse’s proposals to 
print the authorized version in quarto, and 
Carey’s announcement of an edition of the Douay 
version, were already in the hands of the people, 
and not many years had passed before enter- 
prising publishers in Philadelphia, Trenton, New 
York, and Worcester, had made large provision 
for the wants of the nation. 

In 1809 the era of Bible societies had begun, 
characterized by a disposition to leave out: of 
view denominational peculiarities, and to ask 
what united effort could accomplish for securing 
a more general distribution of the word of God. 
The plan which laid upon every separate organ- 
ization the responsibility of supplying all needy 
persons and families in its ‘field with the Holy 
Scriptures was an admirable one ; but experience 
soon showed that economy of production and 
general efficiency would be promoted by having 
one central society to which the others should 
become auxiliary, receiving their supplies from it 
and placing their surplus funds at its disposal, 
and this led, in May, 1816, to the formation of 


the American Bible Society. 


By generous contributions from its auxiliaries, 


\ 
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as well as from churches and individuals, and 
by numerous and in some cases munificent be- 
quests, this Society has been enabled to carry 
on a work of very large dimensions. The main- 
tenance of depots in thousands of towns and 
villages throughout the United States, is but a 
small part of its benevolent work. Not only has 
it made large provision for boatmen and seamen, 
for soldiers and travellers, for immigrants and 
‘ freedmen, for inmates of prisons and hospitals 
and charitable institutions, but on four occasions 
(in 1829, in 1856, in 1866, and in 1882) it has 
inaugurated and carried out plans for a thorough 
house-to-house visitation of all parts of the 
United States, by which, with the co-operation 
of its auxiliaries and by agents employed at its 
own expense, it has supplied with the Bible not 
far from two millions of families who were found 
to be living without it. Some of these were in 
the crowded streets of cities ; some were in Chris- 
tian communities, under the shadow of Christian 
churches ; some of them were living far from 
settled neighborhoods, neglected and unknown. 
While many families were found that would not 
receive the Bible even as a gift, all these thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands welcomed it ; 
and it is estimated that in these repeated ex- 
plorations, nine or ten millions of persons have 
been brought under the direct influence of the 
Bible, through the agency of the American Bible 
Society and its auxiliaries, 

In 1835 the Society announced to the various 
Boards engaged in foreign missions its readiness 
to aid them in publishing versions which they 
had prepared for circulation abroad; and for 
many years it has had its own agencies, not on 
this continent alone, but in Europe and Asia, 
co-operating with these Boards or going in ad- 
vance of them, and holding forth the word of 
life to millions of pagans, Mohammedans, and 
nominal Christians, to whom the Scriptures were 
a sealed volume or a book unknown. 


And now at the close of its seventy-third year, 


the expectations of its founders have been more 
than realized, and its. aggregate circulation ex- 
ceeds fifty-one and a quarter million copies. 

But what are these among so many? In the 
miracle of ancient time, five thousand men were 
fed in a single afternoon, and twelve baskets 
were filled with the fragments that remained ; 
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but the supply of Scriptures to the famished 
multitude of our time is not the work of a sum- 
mer day, but a prolonged and never-finished 
task. 

It is true that in Christian homes the Bible is 
regarded as indispensable, and the number of 
copies of Bibles and Testaments often exceeds 
the number of inmates; but recent enquiries 
and investigations confirm a conviction which 
has been growing for a long time, that the work 
of circulating the Holy Scriptures without note 
or comment needs to be taken up with new vigor 
and earnestly prosecuted in all parts of our land, 
and most of all in the large towns and cities. 

If the remark of a recent writer on social 
science is true, that “the church’s remedy for 
social discontent and dynamite bombs is Chris- 
tianity as taught in the New Testament,’ Chris- 
tian people should be warned that the circulation 
of the Bible among the people in this country 
does not keep pace with the increase of popula- 
tion. The entire circulation of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and integral portions of the Bible by this 
Society in the United States is about a million 
of copies a year, while the population is increas- 
ing at the rate of a million and a half. 

There are said to be nearly nine millions of 
persons connected with the Sunday schools of 
our country as scholars and teachers ; in twenty 
years the American Bible Society has circulated 
in the United States less than seven million 
Bibles. The probabilities are that millions of 
Sunday school children to-day are without a 
Bible which they can call their own. The fact 
that within seven years, by the present methods 
of search and supply, 673,960 families (nearly. 
twelve per cent. of those visited) have been dis- 
covered to be living without a Bible in their 
homes, is an alarming one, to which philanthro- 
pists will do well to give heed. The fact that 
more than 200,000 of these families had the — 
offer of a Bible and refused either to buy or re- 


ceive it as a gift, is still more significant. Even 


Roman Catholic bishops and archbishops in the. 


Baltimore Council, declared that “the most 
highly-valued treasure of every family library, 


and the one most frequently and lovingly made , 


use of, should be the Holy Scriptures ;”” but facts 
clearly show that unless a wider interest is taken , 
mrough: the land in circulating the Scriptures, 
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non-Catholic, as well as Roman Catholic families, 
in startling numbers, will more and more be 
alienated from the book which reveals to men 
the law of God and the way of salvation. 

The Society has ample facilities for printing 
and binding, and rooms now rented might. be 
reserved for this work, if necessary. Improve- 
ments in machinery for the manufacture of books 
are constantly offering, and presses might be run 
night and day, if need should arise. Zhe problem 
1s one, not of manufacture but of adtstribution: 
how to find the destitute and supply them. And 
this is the time for action; this closing decade of 
the nineteenth century, which has been said to 
be “one of the great focal points of history.” 

Three things are clearly needed : 

1. That the auxiliary societies, large and small, 
north, east, south, and west, take up this work 
with new vigor, fully canvassing and supplying 
their own fields, and at the same time making 
large contributions for work which lies beyond 
their borders. 

2. That the American Bible Society re-arrange 
its plans for the most efficient accomplishment 
of this work wherever the local organizations 
fail to do it. 

3. That the resources of the Society be greatly 
enlarged with this end in view. It needs this 
very year, for its home work alone, $200,000 ; 
its appropriations for the foreign field already 
amount to $178,617. Will the churches sustain 
it in its plans? Will the men and women of the 
land, who owe so much to the Bible, bring their 
offerings for this end, and use their personal 
influence to see that the word of God has free 
course and is glorified ? 


EXTRACTS FROM THE SEVENTY-THIRD 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Managers of the Society are confident that a 
careful examination of the details of this Report will 

_ cheer the hearts and increase the faith of their gener- 
ous constituents, upon whose gifts and intercessions 
they have, for another year, been permitted to rely. 
Hiram H. Forrester, Esq., of New York, the Hon. 

~ Grant Goodrich, of Illinois, the Hon. Jacob Sleeper, 
of Massachusetts, and William Gammell, LL.D., of 
Rhode Island, Vice-Presidents of the American Bible 
Society, have died during the year. John Elliott, 
-Esq., a member of the Board of Managers, has also 
been called away by death. 
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RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 


The total cash receipts for general purposes were 
$499,823 56. In addition to this, the sum of $1,347 72 
was received to be permanently invested. The dis- 
bursements for general purposes amounted to 
$555,989 78, or $56,166 22 in excess of the receipts. 
This deficiency has been provided for in part by a 
loan and in part by the sale of available securities. 

: An analysis of the receipts shows the following 
interesting facts: 

The aggregate amount received for books and on 
purchase account was $286,592 11, which is made up 
in the following items: 


From auxiliaries c > . $153,716 90 
From sales in the Bible House 59,655 O07 
From sales by colporteurs 27,345 75 
Returns from grants . 6,869 95 
Returns from foreign agencies 39,004 44 


The gifts from the living amount to $80,767 76, 
made up as follows: 


Church collections . $16,209 70 
Individual gifts 24,726 09 
Auxiliary donations . 39,831, 97 


The gifts from the departed amounted to $70,569 66. 

The amount received from interest was $25,042 38; 
from rents, $33,325 56; and from various miscel- 
laneous sources, $3,526 09. 

The total cash receipts of the year immediately 
preceding were $557,340 18. This shows a decrease 
of $57,516 62; but it should be remarked that all 
but about $8,000 of this sum is accounted for by the 
fact that the legacies of the year fell $49,208 93 below 
those of the preceding year. 

The appropriations already pledged by the Board 
for the foreign work of the coming year amount 
to $178,617. 

THE LIBRARY. 

The additions to the Society’s Library during the 
year are less numerous than in some former years, 
but among the volumes which have been pro- 
cured, chiefly by gift, are books representing recent 
progress in preparing and circulating the Scriptures 
in connection with the great missionary movement 
by which this century is characterized. Such acces- 
sions make the collection more and more valuable 
every year, and friends of the Society are invited to 
contribute to its shelves such works as properly come 
within the scope of a Library specially devoted to 
copies of the Scriptures in all languages, and to a 
class of works which show what is being done, as 
well as what has been accomplished, in the way of 
communicating the gospel to mankind. 


TRANSLATIONS AND REVISIONS. 


Mr. Doane’s version in Ponape of I. and II. Samuel 
has been printed, and his version of I. and II. Kings 
is in the printer’s hands. 

The Rev. Hiram Bingham writes from the Sand- ~ 
wich Islands that two-thirds of the entire Bible have 
now been translated for the Gilbert Islanders. 

Mrs. Robertson has been revising the Muskokee ver- 
sion of the Gospels, which first appeared many years 
ago, and a new edition of the New Testament awaits 
the completion of her task, now well advanced. | 

Dr. Labaree’s return to Persia brings him again 
into direct communication with the Nestorian scholars 
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who are interested in the revision of the Syriac Old 
Testament, and some advance has been made in the 
preparation of the First Book of Samuel. 

Inquiries continue to be made through the Levant 
Agency respecting the possibility of reaching Armenian 
and Moslem_Koords with the printed gospel, and it is 
proposed to have some manuscript copies of the 
Gospel by Matthew circulated in the various parts of 
the Koordish field, in advance of any printing, by way 
of testing the value of a tentative version, and 
determining whether the Armenian or the Arabic 
character is more desirable, or whether the work, if 
found to be suitable, will need to be printed in both 
alphabets, 

In preparing at Constantinople an edition of the 
Ancient Armenian Bible, it has been thought desir- 
able to have the text carefully determined by a com- 
parison with both the Hebrew and the Septuagint. 
This work was earnestly advocated years ago by the 
Patriarch Nerses, and by many Armenians, and is 
now entrusted to an able committee of missionaries 
and Armenians, 

The Board have consented to assume a part of the 
expense of printing tentatively an edition of the New 
Testament in Easy Wenli, prepared by Dr. Blodget 
and Bishop Burdon, and based upon the Mandarin 
which has proved to be so generally acceptable. 
Bishop Schereschewsky has also put at the disposal 
of the Society his version of the Psalms in Easy 
Wenli, published some years ago as a part of the 
Book of Common Prayer, together with his revision 
of the Mandarin Old Testament which was first pub- 
lished in 1874. It is expected that this will pass 
under the inspection of other representative men, 
and that the Missionary Conference which it is pro- 
posed to hold in Shanghai in 1890 will lead to some 
consensus in respect to the most desirable versions 
for future circulation in China. In Canton Colloquial 
the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy 
have been prepared for the press, and arrangements 
have been made by which the Society will share with 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in the revision 
of the Amoy Colloquial New Testament. 

The last Report of the Society mentioned the wel- 
come given to Mr. Pratt by a Convention of mission- 
aries in Mexico, and their promise to co-operate with 
him in bringing out a new Spanish version of the Old 
Testament. In pursuance of this promise a transla- 
tion committee was organized, representing all the 
Missionary Societies laboring in Mexico, and weekly 
meetings have been held throughout the year, in 
which Mr, Pratt’s preliminary work has been sub- 
jected to the closest examination and criticism. 
In his preliminary work, in advance of the Committee, 
Mr. Pratt has reached the Book of Jeremiah, and 


the committee have sent Genesis and Deuteronomy 
to the lithographer, 


PRINTING IN OTHER LANDS. 


As usual, large editions of the Scriptures have been 
called for in other lands, and among those printed at 
the Society’s expense, the following are worthy of 
enumeration : 


At Constantinople, 5,000 Bibles and 4,000 Testaments in 
Armenian, and 23,000 Portions in Armeno-Turkish; and 
at Beirut, 16,000 Testaments and 42,000 Portions in Arabic. 
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At Shanghai, 3,200 Testaments and 25,000 Portions in Wenli; 
8,000 Testaments and 190,500 Portions in Mandarin; 6,600 
Portions in Shanghai Colloquial, and 9,000 Portions in 
Canton Colloquial; and at Foochow, 1,000 Portions in 
Foochow Colloquial: making in all 288,300 volumes, or 
more than eighteen million pages. 

At Bangkok, 2,500 Portions in Siamese. 4 

At Yokohama, 2,092 Bibles, 27,408 Testaments, and 31,650 
Portions in Japanese. i 

At Bremen, 5,000 Bibles and 23,185 Testaments in German. 

At Lodiana, 1,000 Portions in Gurmukhi. 


ISSUES. 
The total issues of the year, at home and in 
foreign lands, amount to 1,440,455 copies, as follows: 


FROM THE BIBLE HOUSE: 


Bibles 3 m : : ‘ > 393,190 
Testaments ‘ : ° a 7 « 497,767 
Integral Portions of the Bible 114,231 
Volumes for the Blind % P . 586 
1,005,774 
IN FOREIGN LANDS: 
Bibles eae 4 5 3 : $ 17,092 
Testaments . 5 ° ° P o. 100,197 
Portions: 4 he . 3 iy bis « 808,472 
434,681 
Total number of copies . ° 1,440,455 


Of the volumes issued from the Bible House, 75,101 copies 
were sent to foreign lands, and are not here counted among 
the issues in foreign countries. 

THE ISSUES OF THE SOCIETY DURING SEVENTY- 
THREE YEARS AMOUNT TO FIFTY-ONE MILLIONS, TWO 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOUSAND AND EIGHTEEN 
COPIES. (51,270,018.) 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Out of 2,056 societies on the roll of auxiliaries, only 
128 have been reported to the Board as carrying for- 
ward anything like a general canvass. Many have 
been satisfied with keeping a limited stock of Bibles 
and Testaments for sale, and so only report a few 
volumes of Scriptures sold within the year, and some 
have not even reported any sales. 

This is very far from realizing the idea upon which 
the system was founded—local interest deepening 
and broadening till it embraced, not- only our own 
land, but also all the nations of the earth. 

When the Fourth General Re-supply of the United 
States was inaugurated, the Managers of the American 
Bible Society endeavored first of all to secure the 
active co-operation of all the auxiliaries in this work; 
and, when many failed to respond, a thorough can- 
vass of their fields was undertaken, with the hope 
that it would inspire them with new zeal and interest. 

It is with feelings amounting almost to despond- 
ency, that we have now to record that even this hope 
has not been realized. Many of the auxiliaries, while 
acknowledging the great work which the Parent So- 
ciety has accomplished for them, have not followed 
up the efforts which have been made on their behalf, 
by assuming, for the future, the responsibility of the 
supply of their own territory, but are even now ask- 
ing the Parent Society to provide for local wants and 
re-canvass their fields. i 

As auxiliaries have been the chief reliance of the 
Parent Society since its organization, both for dis- 
tributing the Scriptures and for securing funds for its 
home and foreign work, the Board cannot but regard 
with apprehension this increasing indifference, and 
would again call upon all the auxiliaries to exert 
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themselves both to supply their own fields with the 
“Scriptures, and to secure the funds necessary for this 
eand for the increasing work of the national Society. 

The Board would, however, express its gratitude 
to the officers and members of those auxiliaries, 
\which, as in former years, have nobly responded to 
tthis cause. It is a matter of great satisfaction that 
ssome of them, although as old as or even older than 
tthe Parent Society, have not become weary in well- 
(doing, but are still supplying their own fields with 
}painstaking assiduity, and intrusting their surplus 
{funds to the Board for its home and foreign work, 

MISSIONARY AND BENEVOLENT WORK, 

The one object which underlies the work of this 
{Society has to do with almost every form of Christian 
éactivity, both at home and in foreign lands, The 
1BOOK must accompany the home missionary, or his 
labors will be in vain. The Sunday school agent 
imay organize schools and supply them with Christian 
lliterature, but without the Bible in the hands of the 
«children, his object is only partly accomplished. The 
! home, the Sunday school, the church, must be founded 
(on the Bible ; Christian civilization even, cannot long 
‘exist without its inspired precepts. 


iforeign lands to make known the good news of sal- 
’ vation, desire, as soon as possible, to place the Scrip- 
i tures in the hands of the people in their own lan- 
; guage. Butit is not to their own boards and societies 
| they look for the means to accomplish this, but to 
| the American Bible Society. 

This important part of the Society’s work is not 
fully recognized even by those who give liberally for 
the spread of the gospel at home and abroad, The 
impression is very general that its field is restricted 
to the United States. We would emphasize the fact 
that its operations extend not only to Cuba, Mexico, 
and South America, but also stretch across the ocean 
to Turkey, Egypt, Syria, Japan, China, Persia, India, 
South Africa, and the Islands of the Sea. The mis- 
sionaries from this country laboring in these lands 
depend upon this Society for the Scriptures neces- 
sary for the successful prosecution of their work, and 
even this calls for a large expenditure. 


foreign work. Its colporteurs not only carry the 
word of God to the people among whom the mission- 
aries are laboring, but also to distant hamlets, villages, 
and cities, and thus prepare the way for the proclama- 
tion of the gospel. $ 

The following is a summary of the disbursements 
in the home field: For colportage, including the 
value of books donated, $27,678 90; value of books 
donated to auxiliary societies, churches, individuals, 
Sunday schools, missionary societies, etc., $26,763 30; 
books issued to life directors and life members, 
$8,952 80; discount on sales, $22,792 02. 

Consignments have been made to foreign Agencies, 
of the value of $15,692 85, and disbursements to the 
Society’s own foreign Agencies and various mission- 
ary societies, amounting to $161,521 97. 


‘THE GENERAL RE-SUPPLY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
In the last Annual Report it was announced that 


years, was drawing to a close; and it was confidently 


. 


It is no wonder, therefore, that those who go to — 


But the Society takes a more active part in this 


‘this work, which had then been in progress for six 
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expected that the Re-supply would be completed 
during the year. This expectation has not been re- 
alized. Some of the auxiliaries, especially those cen- 
tering in the large cities, have not completed the 
canvass of their fields; while the resources of the 
Parent Society have not been sufficient to employ 
the men necessary to carry this work to a successful 
termination. 

Careful investigation in the large cities has demon- 
strated that too much has been taken for granted 
respecting the supply of the people with the Bible. 
Because missionaries are numerous, and mission 
Sunday schools abundant, it has been concluded that 
the Bible, as a matter of course, must be found in 
every home where it would be received. But this is 
very far from being the case. American families in 
large numbers have been found destitute of even a 
portion of the Scriptures, while in some cases more 
than one-half the foreign families (not including Roman 
Catholics) have been found in the same condition. 

The following summaries will show the results of 
the last year: 


I. Work by Auxiliaries. 


Auxiliaries reporting during the year... - 953 
ze engaged in canvassing their fields 3 128 
Paid agents employed by them i . ; : 116 
Families visited . ; 3 : rs > F - 385,511 
os found without the Scriptures 7 . 66,675 

oh < ree i ik supplied . 25,821 
Individuals be s¢ i a + 18,270 


2. Colportage Work. 


One hundred and forty-four colporteurs have been 
employed during the past year, for longer or shorter 
periods. 

The salaries and expenses of colporteurs, including 
freight on books, amounted to $23,413 72. To this 
must be added the value of the books donated by them, 
$4,265 18, which makes the entire expenditure for this 
branch of the Society’s work amount to $27,678 go, 
the results of which may be thus tabulated : 


\ 
Days of service rendered . = A F a 12,018 
Miles travelled in prosecution of their work 142,787 
Families visited by them  . Orr elie « 181,505 


‘* found without the Scriptures . . . 30,276 
Destitute families supplied by sale or gift . 20,432 
ye individuals suppliedin addition . 9,723 

3. Combined Results of the Year. 


Families visited by the A. B.S.and auxiliaries 567,016 
cs found without the Scriptures . . 66,951 
gs fe ss ee «supplied 46,253 
Individuals M, as is ies 27,993 


GENERAL VIEW OF OPERATIONS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES, 

The death of Dr. Isaac G. Bliss at Assiout, in 
Egypt, on the 16th of February, removes from our 
roll the name of one who will long be remembered 
as having borne his full share in the revival of true 
religion among the churches of the Orient, and in 
preparing the way for the ingathering of Moslems and 
Jews into the Church of Christ, One of the secretaries 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society writes : 
“ His loss will be severely felt, I am sure, by you, but 


I do not believe it will be one whit more severely felt 


by you than by us.” 

His body sleeps in the land of the Pharaohs, but 
his monument is the Bible House in Stamboul. The 
funds for its erection were contributed in the 


7O 
United States, in response to his solicitations. 
Every stone of it was laid, every door and window 
inserted, under his personal supervision; and in 
the face of bitter and persistent opposition from 
jealous Moslems, he carried the building through to 
its completion, that it might afford a home for mis- 
sionary enterprise and counsel. Under its roof are 
the offices and salesrooms of the American and 
British Bible Societies, as well as the editorial and 
business rooms of the American Board. of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions. Within its walls Chris- 
tian books and papers and the Holy Scriptures are 
printed,.and sent forthon theirerrandofmercy. There 
the missionaries resort for consultation. There the 
Bible colporteurs have a weekly meeting, to make 
their reports and receive instruction. There has been 
done a large part of the work of translating or revis- 
ing the Scriptures for millions of Armenians, Bul- 
garians, and Turks. The lofty minarets of St. Sophia 
look down upon this House, from which the prayers 
of devout men are ever ascending to the throne of 
grace; and we may hope that its walls will stand 
until once more the Mosque shall resound with the 
voice of Christian song, and the crescent shall give 
way to the symbol of the Crucified and Risen Lord. 

Mr. Bowen, who now succeeds Dr. Bliss, entered 
the field last summer, and had made a long tour 
in the interior and become personally conversant 
with the methods of distribution and the wants of 
the people, before the entire responsibility devolved 
upon him. He will be assisted by Mr. William G. 
Bliss, who returned to Turkey last May, and since 
that time has rendered valuable aid as accountant 
and business manager. 

Liberal grants of money and books have been 
made to missionary organizations for Bible distribution 
beyond the line of the Society’s Agencies, and we 
count more than 500,000 volumes of Scriptures cir- 
culated in foreign lands during the year, under the 
auspices of this Society. 

Renewed mention is due of the kindness of Mr. 
George H. Prince, of St. Petersburg, in looking after 
the expenditures of the Society in the Baltic Provinces 
and in the remote parts of the Russian empire, 


TABLE OF FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION, 


No. of Books, ¢ *72a Year. | 71st. Year. | 70th Year, 


73d Year, 


aaa abroad— 


14,140 15,745 24,246 24,970 

67,326 64,832 53,395 69,365 
291,727 299/951 404,527 2073113 
873,198 380,528 482,168 


311,448 


17,092 22,212 25,995 81,536 
417,589 | 449°763 443,670 | 501,725 
NO PELL Aceckeseanenseret 434,681 | 471,975 469,665 533,261 
Sent abroad.. 75,101 63,832 51,691 51,342 
_Foreign circulation...... 509,782 535,807 521,356 584,603 
Cash Remittances to 
foreign lands... $161,439 97 |$143,570 58 | $159,986 76 $137,357 98: 
Cash Receipts from SONG aN s Mace 
arise. TA NGS...010.0c0008 $45,289 30 


$39,707 05 | gai,11 75. | $86,665 04 
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The following list gives the names of the Agents 
and Assistant Agents now serving the Society in 
foreign lands by appointment of the Board, whose 
whole time is devoted to its interests, with the dates 
of their appointment : 


Levant, . Rey. Marcellus Bowen, ane igs sae s 3) 1888: 

ti . Mr. Wm. G. Bliss, « fe 1889. 
La Plata, Rev. Andrew M. Milne, Buenos AY res, « He Stee kB ORS 
China, Rey. Luther H. Gulick, D.D., Shanghai, . . 1875 
Mexico, . Rev. H. P. Hamilton, Mexico, eae cme et a tie 
Persia, . Rev. Wm. M. Whipple, Tabreez, . : 1880. 
Japan, Rev. Henry Loomis, Yokohama, .... . ~ 1881. 
Cuba, Rey. Andrew J. McKim, . - 1884. 
Brazil, Rey. H. C. Tucker, Rio de Janetro, 1887. 
Peru, Bev: F. Penzotti, Lima,. . EPPING ohesfih 
Venezuela, Rey. William M. Patterson, D. ae Caracas, 1888. 


Besides these Agents, three hundred and eighty-six 
persons have been employed, for a longer or shorter 
period, in distributing the Scriptures in foreign lands, 
the average term of actual service during the year 
being about seven and a half months. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Brazit.—Mr. Tucker, who has recovered from an 
attack of yellow fever, writing from Rio de Janeiro 
in March, speaks of the condition of the country as 
having to do with the meagreness of the returns for 
January : 

It is rather discouraging to see so small sales. 
The one explanation is the intensity of the drought 
and heat that have prevailed in every part of Brazil. 
Everywhere the people were much depressed in 
spirits, and in many places they were frightened by 
the pestilence. 
people took little interest in anything, pasturing for 
animals became scarce and dear, and one result is 
small sales of Bibles and heavy expenses. This will 


probably be the case with the February and March 


reports, but within a few days we have had extensive 
rains, epidemics are decreasing, and we hope for 
better results in the months before us. 


Cusa.—Mr. McKim remarks: 

Every sale of a Bible or Testament represents a 
discussion of more or less interest, which may be of 
great importance and is not easily forgotten. A 
person of wealth, to whom I had sold a Bible, said 
to me afterwards: “How different is this doctrine 
from the lives and teachings of our priests. They 
hide from us the flowers and fruits and show us only 
the leaves and dry branches of the tree of holiness. 


Is it any wonder that all of us are freethinkers or 


hypocrites?” 


THOU KNOWEST NOT WHETHER SHALL 
PROSPER, EITHER THIS OR THAT. 


In the annual report of the British and Foreign 


Bible Society for 1870, it is stated that an expedition 

to Minas Geraes, which had been undertaken by 
Thomas Gallart, had not turned out very satisfactorily. 
‘His sales for the first half of the year were only sixty-_ 
seven Bibles and thirty-eight New Testaments. Much — 
of this time, pi hata had been spent on his j well) 


; " y - 2 ew 


Business was at a standstill, the. 


| 
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which was greatly impeded by sickness and by famine. 
The report goes on to say: ‘‘What may be the result 
of this attempt, as regards the salvation of any souls, 
the final day alone will reveal, but no service under- 
taken for Christ in humility and faith is wholly lost.” 

Through this region, embracing the valleys of the 
Rio Preto, the Rio Paracatu, and the Sao Francisco, 
the Rev. H. C. Tucker, the Agent of the American 
Bible Society, passed last summer, and his report is 
as follows : 


We visited all the towns and villages along the 
way. There are estimated to be in this great valley 
more than two hundred thousand people, many of 
whom are unacquainted with letters. To those who 
can read, we sold 363 copies of the precious word, 
and could have sold more had we had them with us. 
We preached in many places to large audiences who 
never before heard a gospel sermon. May God bless 
the word! This was the first time, with a single ex- 
ception, that Bible worker or minister of the gospel 
had ever visited these people. Nineteen years ago, 
Mr. Thomas Gallart, a colporteur, passed through 
this valley and sold a number of copies of the Scrip- 
tures. The larger part of them were burned by the 
bigoted priests of the Church of Rome. But some 
few escaped and have borne good fruit. We found a 
few strong in the faith of the gospel and the hope of 
heaven. To me it was a striking illustration of the 
power of the written word, to find these persons who 
had never heard a sermon or seen a minister of the 
gospel, or conversed with a Christian man, well in- 
structed in the truth, and happy in the sense of a 
Saviour’s love and the hope of glory. One young 
man from this valley has recently written to Dr. 
Blackford at Bahia, desiring to know more of the 
gospel, and to become an active worker in the 
Master’s service. I am hoping that he will prove to 
be a suitable man for a colporteur, and that we can 
send him back with a large supply of Bibles, to carry 
on among his people the work of distribution. 


MIRACLES OF GRACE. 


We are indebted to “Brazilian Missions” for numer- 
ous incidents illustrating the power of the printed 
Bible to arouse, convict, and enlighten men. Among 
other things it tells of a blessing that came to a family 
in Santa Cruz do Rio Pardo. Years ago Senhor 
Francisco was a municipal and political chief in that 
town, and Donna Emilia, his wife, a devout daughter 
of the Romish Church, was a leader among the 
women and beloved by all. She was devout, but the 
fact that his life was not pure gave her life-long sor- 


row. It was the Bible that eventually brought joy to: 


their household, and this is the story she told about 


the change. 

One day a young man came to our house to sell 
Protestant books. I had. always supposed that the 
Protestants did not believe in God or anything holy ; 
but I looked at the books spread out on the table and 


opened a pretty one with a clasp and gilt edges.” 


When I read the title, “Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” I said to myself that it must be a good 


, 


ts, 
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book, and when I heard that the price was only fifty 
cents, I wanted to buy it. 

But I never did anything without consulting Sr. 
Francisco, and so I asked him first. I had money of 
my own, and when he said he had no objection, I 
bought it at once. And I never spent fifty cents 
better ! 

Well, sir, I could do nothing else but read that 
book. At first there was a great deal that I did not 
understand ; but I came to the chapter that has the 
Lord’s Prayer, and says that God gives his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him, and I asked him to give 
me his Spirit to understand better what I read; and 
he did. 

And then I wanted Sr. Francisco to hear the book. 
He never had liked to read, and even his law-books 
he used to have me read to him. SoIasked him to 
listen, while I read; after a little I looked up, and he 
was fast asleep. So I waited till another day, and 
found a place that I thought would be sure to interest 
him ; but he went to sleep again, and I saw that he 
did not care to hear. 

But one day I was sitting in the hammock reading, 
when he came in and sat down beside me, and I read 
him two or three verses. Something told me to get 
up, and I handed him the book, and asked him to go 
on reading till I came back. I went out of doors and 
prayed with all my heart that God would send his 
Spirit, so that my husband might read the book. 

When I came back, he would not let me have the 
Testament, and for six days and nights he did noth- 
ing but read it. One night he read the sixth chapter 
of First Corinthians; and he came to me and asked 
me to forgive him all the wrong he had done me, and 
from that day he was a changed man. Soon after 
Mr. Landez came, and the first gospel sermon in 
Santa Cruz was preached in our house, and in due 
time my husband and I and our two sons professed 
our faith in Christ. 

This happened five or six years ago. Francisco 
became a most earnest Christian worker, and died in 
the faith, and his widow continues to live and labor, 
in a community where there are now sixty communi- 
cants. How many such cases attest the value of the 


Bible ! 


PERU. 

In the April number of the Record some account 
was given of the imprisonment of Mr. Penzotti and 
his two associates in Arequipa, at the instigation of 
enemies of the Bible, and some details which have 
come to hand since the former article was printed 
will be read with no less interest. The first extract 
is from a letter dated January 25th, 1889. 

I had no intention of writing you till I should be 
at liberty, but seeing that things are going on very 
slowly, and that I have time, I have resolved to — 
write you from my prison. When I say prison, don’t — 
afflict yourself, for I am well and happy. . I had— 
never thought it possible that I should be thought — 
worthy to suffer for the name of our blessed Saviour. 
Moreover it can hardly be said to be imprisonment. 
Providence has favored me, so that I have the sym-- 
pathy of the colonel and the officials, who have put 
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me in with themselves and given me a bed, while my 
meals are sent me from the hotel, so that my im- 
prisonment is very light. 

As I told you in my former letter, I arrived at 
Arequipa on Sunday, the 2oth, and on Monday, with- 
out loss of time, I began my work, and the sales 
were not bad. On Tuesday I had hardly gone a 
block from my lodgings, selling a few Testaments, 
when the bishop passed me and gave orders to a 
policeman to arrest me. As he came up to me with 
that object, I asked him by whose orders it was that 
he acted, and he said by order of the bishop. I told 
him that I could not accede to his demand unless 
he acted under competent authority, and proceeded 
with my work. He thereupon blew his whistle for 
his superior officer, who asked me to go with him to 
the comisaria. 

[ We pass over the account of the examination and 
arrest, which has already been given. | 

The colonel told me that my detention would 
probably be for two or three hours, and now it is 
the fourth day, and no definite cause is assigned. 
The constitution does not allow any one to be held 
for more than twenty-four hours without the case 
being put into the hands of a competent judge. I 
learned indirectly that an order for my arrest was 
presented by the bishop for the crime of selling pro- 
hibited and pernicious books, with the object of cor- 
rupting the people, and, as if this were not enough, to 
crown the abuse and calumny, we are accused as sell- 
ers of obscene pictures. The Jesuit, when he wishes to 
reach an end, will not stick for lack of means. Yes- 
terday, Arancel and Illescas were also arrested, that 
they also as good companions in the fight might 
participate in the banquet; and here we are, the 
three consoling and animating one another. What 
troubles me most, is that Arancet is ill with liver 
complaint, and Illescas with tertian fever; in fine, 
“the wind is contrary.”’ The Italian consul is taking 
active steps, and also a Peruvian, who manifests a 
good deal of interest in us. We shall see what 
comes. of it. The authorities know very well the 
injustice done us, but they do their work like good 
successors of Pilate. 

feb. 2d,—At last, after nineteen days of having our 
harps hung upon the willows of the Cuartel de Santa 
Maria, they have allowed us to breathe the air of 
liberty. For the first time I have experienced the 
privation of blessed liberty, and to-day, more than 
ever, I appreciate the value of being free. Our im- 
prisonment was very light; first, for the reason of it, 
and secondly, for the kindness that was shown us 
from the colonel to all below him, and if I am not 
mistaken, we shall have yet to give God thanks for 
our detention. 

I am formulating a reclamation for damages and 
expenses, to be sent to the Italian Minister at Lima, 
for him to present to the Minister of Foreign Rela- 
' tions, that he may take the necessary steps to lighten 
the pockets of the charitable papists. Had energetic 
measures not been taken by the consular agent and 
the Italian Minister in Lima, who in his turn was 
very active and obtained an order for our immediate 
release, we should to-day have been in prison among 
criminals, The timely arrival of a cablegram saved 
us from that indignity, 
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I am doing my best to obtain an interview with the 
subprefect or the prefect, but it seems to me that 
they are evading me, for repeated efforts have been 
in vain. As my books have not been restored, I wish 
to know what has become of them, There were 1n 
all 640 volumes, and I have been told that they have 
been burned. I propose to do all I can in the matter, 
even if it should cause some loss of time to make 
our defense, and show them that we are not to be 
trodden down, so that they may not elsewhere repeat 
their abuse of authority. 

So far as I can judge, this persecution is due to the 
rumor that the colporteurs had been chased out of 
Cocachacra, and they thought to do the same here, 
but I believe they have found themselves mistaken, 
Let us hope that the future will be more propitious ; 
there are no ills that do not bring some good, 

Iquique, Feb. 26th—As you may suppose, after a 
considerable time of paralysation at Arequipa, on 
arriving here, where we have books and liberty to 
sell them, we are doing our utmost to redeem lost 
time. The journals of the capital have said a good 
deal about our imprisonment, and even here they 
receive cablegrams with reference to it. It seems 
to me that the wicked have wrought a work in which 
they have deceived themselves, and one that will 
contribute to the furtherance of our cause. 


TESTIMONY FROM MEXICO TO THE POWER 
OF THE PRESS. 


At the fifth session of the Mexico Annual Confer- 
ence, the committee on the Bible and Tract cause 
reported in part as follows: 

No one who loves the cause of Christ and under- 
stands the conditions for its propagation in Mexico, 
can call in question the great importance of the press 
as an evangelizing medium. Very great indeed is 
the number of our most faithful and fervent brethren 
who, were they to tell their Christian experience, 
would have to tell us that it was through the reading 
of the Bible, or of some tract, that they-received their 
first impressions of gospel truth, and were led to 
Christ. The press, which has been so powerful for 
the propagation of the truth in the past, will not 
cease to exercise that power in the future. 

The gospel in print can and does enter hundreds 
of places where the preached gospel, for many 
reasons, cannot enter, and in this way, many souls 
not only receive the intellectual knowledge of the 
conditions of salvation, but also are led to repentance 
and a true faith in Christ. 


JAPAN, 


In the town of Tanabe, there lived a young teacher 
named Matsuda Kenosuke, who was an earnest 
Christian, ; 

In the course of time he received an appointment 


in the town of Minabe, but after his removal there, 


the governor of the town, named Okada, found out 
that he was a Christian and told him that he must 
either give up his religion or his situation. Matsuda 
would not deny or conceal his faith, and resigned his 
place as teacher of the school. 


Thereupon the elder of the church at Tanabe with — 
- 4 : 


So eee 
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two other Christians went to Minabe, and had an 
Interview with the governor, telling him that he had 
exceeded his authority in discharging a man from the 
school on account of his religious belief. If Matsuda 
was not fitted for the place on account of ignorance, 
inability to teach, or bad character, it was proper 
that he should be dismissed, but on no other ground 
had he the right to deprive him of his situation. 

Okada admitted that he was a good teacher and 
that there was no objection to him except that he was 
a Christian, but the people of that village were 
Buddhists, and no Christian could be allowed in 
that school. 

They replied that they would not argue with him, 
but would leave him a copy of the New Testament 
and he could see for himself what the religion was 
which he was opposing. 

He pushed the book aside for a time, but one day 
when alone and unemployed, he began to read it, and 
the result was he became so interested in it that he 
could hardly lay it down to attend to his official 
duties. 

He continued to read the Testament with increas- 
ing interest, and about a year ago announced his 
complete change of mind and desire to be a follower 
of Christ. He was afterwards baptized by the Rev. 
J. B. Hail, who says he is one of the most faithful 
students of the word of God that he has ever known. 

Matsuda Kenosuke has given up teaching and is in 
Osaka preparing to preach the gospel.—H. Loomis. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA.—The month has been 
a very rainy one for the colporteurs, and yet they 
have done a good work. These latter rains, however, 
have insured good crops in California; and, if there 
should be no destruction of the crops by the hot 
winds from the north, this must be a successful busi- 
ness year in all of California, and I trust a good year 
for our Bible cause, 


GerorciA.—The first Sunday in March was devoted 
to the annual meeting of the Decatur County Bible 
Society. The anniversary was held at night, and 
addresses were delivered by Rev. J. W. Hinton, D.D., 
and the District Superintendent. For three years the 
annual meetings of this society have been increasing 
in interest. The congregation made a contribution of 
$36 to the cause. 

~The second Sunday found me in Quitman, in at- 
tendance upon the anniversary of the Brooks County 
Bible Society. The meeting was held in the Baptist 
Church, and was well attended. This society and the 
Decatur County auxiliary have been holding meetings 
every three months, and the attendance and interest 
at the annual meeting showed the good effects of this 
course. The two societies donated nearly $60 to the 
American Bible Society this year. 

Besides the auxiliaries mentioned above, I have 
visited the societies of Pierce County, Savannah, 


- Burke County, Fort Valley, and Houston County, 


pages. 
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ILLino1s.—I send this month thirty-five auxiliary 
reports, and expect to send a few more soon. A 
goodly number of these are excellent. 

Bureau County held its forty-first anniversary in the 
Congregational Church of Princeton, Sabbath evening, 
March 24th. Rev. Thos. E. Strowbridge, of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, delivered a very able and 
eloquent sermon to a large congregation. The auxil- 
iary donated $100 to the Parent Society, and the Sun- 
day schools of Princeton, #60. 

Mercer County is doing good work in its field, and 
makes a donation of $175 to the American Bible 
Society. 

Will County held its forty-seventh anniversary in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Joliet, on Sabbath 
evening, March 24th. A large and enthusiastic audi- 
ence was ably addressed by several of the city pastors, 
and an excellent report was made by the veteran 
agent, Mr. C. K. Daniels. This society makes a dona- 
tion of $200 to the American Bible Society. 


INDIANA.— This has been an exceedingly busy 
month. Fourteen societies were visited and five 
anniversaries held. Nearly every delinquent auxili- 
ary was appealed to for a report. The Seymour and 
Vicinity society has been reorganized, and re-enters 
the field under favorable circumstances; also that of 
Ohio County. Two societies, Allen and Franklin 
Counties, make small donations. The latter auxiliary 
has suffered the loss by death of its faithful treasurer, 
R. P. C. Barwick, who for many years has been a life 
member of the Parent Society, 


Kansas.—The first Sabbath of the month was spent 
at Norton, the county seat of Norton County, where 
an auxiliary Bible society was organized. Last year 
the crops were largely a failure in that part of the 
State, and I did not expect much money from the 
people; but they were very anxious to have an auxil- 
iary society organized for that county, and were more 
generous than might have been anticipated. The 
meeting was held in the Christian Church, the largest 
in the town, and continued two hours, some standing 
through the whole services. Very few left before the 
close. The attention was good, and when the cash 
and subscriptions were counted they amounted to 
$68 75. More will probably be raised and books 
ordered soon.- 

KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The second Sunday, 
the roth of the month, I spent with the anniversaries 
of the Sweet Water and the Monroe County Bible 
Societies, nine miles apart, the former at 11 A. M. and 
the latter at 7 P.M. The meeting at Sweet Water was 
the best ever held in the town. The collection was 
$50 89. ; 

The third Sunday was spent with the Henderson 
County Bible Society, Ky. The anniversary was very 
encouraging indeed, The collection was $100 21, 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—March, the last month 
of the fiscal year, has been a month of unusual 
labor. Your Superintendent visited seventeen aux- 
iliary Bible societies, gave nineteen addresses and 
sermons, and travelled 1,948 miles. The anniversary 
meetings have been unusually interesting and en- 
thusiastic. | 4 

It was my privilege to spend the first Sunday of the 
month at St. Joseph, Mich., it being the anniversary 
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of the auxiliary organized three years ago. In the 
morning I visited Benton Harbor, on the opposite 
side of the river, and spoke twice. In the evening I 
addressed a union meeting in the Congregational 
Church, in St. Joseph. The church was filled to its 
utmost capacity. 

The second Sunday was spent at the anniversary 
of Marquette County Bible Society. In the morning 
I preached in the Methodist Church, and in the even- 
ing addressed a large and enthusiastic meeting in the 
Presbyterian Church. It was a union service, in 
which the Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, 
and Lutheran Churches united, and the pastor of each 
church took part in the services. 

The last Sabbath was sperit at the anniversary of 
Portage County Bible Society, Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists, and Baptists joining inthe meeting ; and, though 
it was held in the largest church in the city of Stevens 
Point, many went away not being able to gain admit- 
tance, so vast was the throng. Addresses were made 
by the pastor of the Presbyterian Church, the pastor 
of the Baptist Church, and by your Superintendent. 


MINNESOTA AND Daxota.— Another pleasant 
month has passed away. ‘The first Sabbath was 
spent at Kasson. In the morning I preached in the 
Presbyterian Church, and in the evening the annual 
meeting of the Kasson Bible Society was held in the 
same place. The Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, and 
Presbyterian Churches united for the service, and the 
pastors, with your Superintendent, took part in the 
exercises of the evening. 

-On the second Sabbath I was in Lake City. I 
preached in the morning in the Congregational 
Church to a large and attentive audience, and the 
anniversary of the Lake City Bible Society was held 
in the same place in the evening, The pastors 
present and your Superintendent addressed the meet- 
ing, and a liberal offering was made for the Bible 
cause. 

The Wabashaw County Bible Society, the Waterville 
Bible Society, and the Blue Earth County Bible 
Society were visited during the same week. The 
annual meeting of the Nicollet County Bible Society 
was held on the third Sabbath evening in the month 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Peter. Rev. 
W. Wallace, pastor of the Presbyterian. Church, and 
your Superintendent, addressed the meeting. The 
house was not large enough to accommodate the 
people who came out upon this oceasion. ~ 

On Sunday, the 24th, I wasin Le Sueur. In the 
morning I preached in the Presbyterian Church, and 
in the evening the annual meeting of the Le Sueur 
County Bible Society was held in the Baptist Church. 
After your Superintendent presented the cause of 
the Society, short addresses were made by Rev. 
Campbell of the Presbyterian Church, Rev, Russell 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and by Rev. 
McNamee of the Baptist Church. 


New Yor«.—During the month I attended annual 
meetings of the South Steuben, the Wyoming, and 
the Tioga County Bible Societies, and spoke for our 
cause. Active measures are to be taken to awaken 
renewed interest in the Tioga County auxiliary. 

‘I spent a Sabbath at Afton, Apalachin, South 
Apalachin, and Norwich, respectively, addressing five | 
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different churches and two union services of three 
churches each. 

Oun10.—This last month of the year has been an 
interesting one. I attended four anniversaries of 
auxiliaries. 

The Jackson County Society held its meeting on the 
17th, which was rendered interesting by a review of 
the work of our canvasser, now entered in Carroll 
County. This was a most remarkable canvass in 
supplying destitution. 

The Hudson and Vicinity Society transferred $250 
of its credit to the benevolent fund. The East Liver- 
pool donated $30, and the Butler County Society 
$106 21, from their collections to the Parent Society. 
I am pleased to find the auxiliaries disposed to make 
donations from their funds. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MoNTANA.—I 
have given some time to the work of soliciting funds 
from business men in Portland. The Chinese mer- 
chants have given $21 25 thus far. Others, who have 
not been seen, will give something. This canvass 
will be continued for a few days, and we hope to add 
considerably more to the sum already secured. 

Three agents have given a part of their time to the 
work of personal visitation from house to house, and 
report the following work for the month: Families 
visited, 762; found without the Scriptures, 34; desti- 
tute families supplied, 26; destitute individuals and 
children supplied, 33; Bibles and Testaments sold, 
valued at $115 50; given, valued at $14 60. 

Texas.—The second Sabbath found me at Gid- 
dings, for the anniversary of Lee County auxiliary. 
In the morning I preached in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, and at night addressed the union 
service of the Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians. 
Rev. O. B. Caldwell, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, also addressed the meeting, and did good 
service in taking up the collection. 

The third Sabbath found me at Brenham, in Wash- 
ington County. In the morning I preached in the 
Methodist Church, and at night addressed a union Bible 
meeting in the Baptist Church. Col. Haynie, Rev. 
Dr. Goodwin of the Methodist Church, Rev. Dr. Lloyd 
of the Baptist Church, and the president, M.W. Mann, 
made addresses. The meeting was the most en- 
couraging held for years at that city. Thirty dollars 
were donated to the American Bible Society. 

The fourth Sabbath was spent at Austin, my home, 
it being the annual meeting of Austin Bible Society. 
The meeting was held in the Southern Methodist 
Church, one of the largest in the city. The audience 
was large. The president, Col. E. T. Moore, ex- 
plained the object of the society and its relation to 
pastors and churches. Rev. Mr. Chappell, pastor of 
the church, made a brief address. 
and dumb and of the blind institutions read the 
Scriptures in the sign language, from raised letters. 
The song service was grand, and the collection good. 
Several of the city churches also took up collections 
on that day for the Bible cause. 


NO LONGER AUXILIARY. 


It sometimes happens, especially in the remote parts | 
of our country, that the hopes of new settlers are 


Pupils of the deaf — 
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blasted, and that Bible societies, formed with good 
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prospect of life and usefulness, die out. But we are 
not to infer that a short life is of course a fruitless 
one. Here, for example, is a recent story. Eight 
years ago an auxiliary society was formed in one of 
the counties of Texas, under favorable auspices; 
funds were raised to establish a depository, and a 
supply of books was obtained, part of which were 
granted by the Parent Society. But after a few years 
letters and remittances ceased to come, and the up- 
shot of the matter is that the officers and mem- 
bers have all moved away from the town, the few Prot- 
estants who remain there have a hard time to hold 
their own, and all the Scriptures that remained were 
either lost last year in a cyclone or stolen. And yet 
during the period of its prosperity, this town was 
the centre of an important religious movement. A 
church of Mexicans was organized there, which came 
to have forty members, and the first of the converts 
was a Mexican soldier, who having been on the un- 
successful side in one of the revolutions, crossed the 


_ border, and through the reading of a Spanish Bible 


was brought to enlist under a Christian banner. At 
once, in the spirit of the early disciples, he went out 
among his friends and brought them to the Saviour, 
and now, having become a preacher, he has devoted 
himself to the ministry, and is preaching among his 
countrymen with great effect. If it were only for the 
good done to him and through him, the expenditure 
on that local society was well made. How many 
persons have been blessed by it no one living can 
tell. 


CHARLESTON BIBLE SOCIETY, SCs 


The board of. directors of the Charleston Bible 
Society held their quarterly meeting at the Charleston 
College. The attendance was unusually large, the 
reports encouraging, and an increased interest was 
manifested. in the work of distributing the Bible. 

Mr. J. N. Robson presented the treasurer’s report, 
which contained the following interesting items: 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1888, $406 64; sales of 
Bibles, $106 95; received from new members, $13 80; 
dividend, $30; amount remitted to American Bible 
Society, $330. 

The committee on depository reported that there 
has been a decided advance both in the sale and 
distribution of Bibles during-the past quarter. Num- 
ber of volumes sold, 319; distributed gratuitously, 
352; total, 671. During the year 1888 books have 
been distributed, valued at $728 50. This is an in- 
crease over 1887 ‘of 147 volumes, and in money value 


_of $266 43. The colporteur, Mr. J. W. Hilton, reported 


that he had visited 4,625 families and found 112 desti- 
tute of the Bible. As many families cannot pay cash 


for a large Bible, the colporteur has furnished Bibles | 


on the instalment plan. The number of books sold, 
228; donated, 1,985. Dr. Forrest reported that he 
had distributed a considerable number of Bibles 
among the colored people ; also that he had attended 


the State convention at Columbia, that the meeting 


was well attended and a good degree of zeal mani- 
fested. 
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ENLIST THE CHILDREN. 


District Superintendent Thompson, of California, 
forwards the following note, which sufficiently ex- 
plains itself, and indicates how easily the children 
may be enlisted in the work of the Bible Society. 
Mrs. C. K. Sanger, of Murphy’s, California, says to 
him, under date of January 21st, 1889: 


When I heard your plea, at the meeting of the 
general association in Alameda last fall, I felt that 
we must do something up here in the mountains for 
the good cause. I therefore procured some contribu- 
tion-boxes, and on the following Sabbath presented 
them to the children of the Sabbath school (one for 
each family), and, telling them of the demand for 
Bibles here in California, asked them to set apart a 
portion of their money until Christmas for this cause. 
At our Christmas concert we would open the boxes, 
and surely nothing would please the dear Saviour 
more than an offering to aid in spreading abroad the 
story of his birth, and of his love to our sinful race! 
Most of the boxes were returned at Christmas, but 
some of the children being out of town we did not 
receive their gifts until yesterday. I now forward the 
amount contributed, namely, $12 25. I wish the 
amount could have been larger, but am glad the chil- 
dren ‘did so well on the whole. 


—— 


THE pages of Scripture, like the productions of 
nature, will not only endure the test but improve 
upon the trial. The application of the microscope to 
the one, and a repeated meditation on the other, are 
sure to display new beauties, and present us with, 
higher attractives. 

When you experience on your soul the happy’ 
energy of the Scriptures, every attempt to stagger 
your belief, or withdraw your veneration from the 
Bible, will be like an attempt to shatter the rock in 
pieces with a bubble, or to pierce the adamant with a 
feather.—Rev. Tames Flervey. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


New York, MAy 23, 1889. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, May 2d, 


1889, the Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, a D., President, in 


the chair. 

The religious exercises were conducted by séciowiy 
Hunt. I 

The attention of the Board was called to a copy of 
the Aitken Bible, published in Philadelphia in 1782, 


the first complete Bible in English printed on this. 


side of the Atlantic, and indeed the only edition of 
the authorized version of the Scriptures which had 
been printed in America at the time of the inaugura- 
tion of General Washington. 


Among communications presented to the Board 
from foreign lands were letters from the Evangelical 
Union of Chili, emphasizing the desirableness of a 


= 


we 
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new Spanish version of the Bible, and from Rev. 
John Jameson of Madrid, announcing the organiza- 
tion of a Spanish Revision Committee; from the 
Evangelical Association of Geneva, with an account 
of recent Bible colportage in France; from the Bible 
Society of France, with thanks for aid in its proposal 
to distribute the Scriptures at the French Exposition 
of 1889; and from Dr. Patterson, at Trinidad, on his 
way to the Valley of the Orinoco. 

Grants of books were made to the value of about 
$7,257. Funds were also granted to the amount of 
$14,400, including appropriations to the Evangelical 
Society of Geneva; to the Waldensian Committee of 
Evangelization; to the Russian Bible Society for 
colportage in the Russian Empire; and to the 
Society’s Persia and Brazil Agencies, 

One auxiliary society was recognized in each of the 
States of Florida, Nebraska, and North Carolina, 

The cash receipts in April were $68,997 44. 

The issues from the Bible House during the same 
month were 92,181 volumes. 


SEVENTY- THIRD ANNUAL MEETING, 

The Seventy-third Annual Meeting of the American 
Bible Society was held at the Bible House, May goth, 
1889, at 3.30 P. M., pursuant to adjournment. 

The Hon. E.L. Fancher, President, presided, and 
present with him were Vice-Presidents Robert Carter, 
Esq., and Theophilus A, Brouwer, Esq. 

Stephen R. Gray, Esq., appeared as a delegate of 
the Albany County Bible Society, New York. 

The Rev. W. W. Atterbury, D.D., of New York, 
read the thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah and offered 
prayer. 

The Recording Secretary, Mr. Caleb T, Rowe, re- 
ported the names of the nine Managers whose term 
of office expired at that time. A Committee, con- 
sisting of A,C. Armstrong, Esq., Henry Dickinson, 
Esq., and Robert Lewis, Esq., was appointed to 
nominate suitable persons to fill their places; and 
upon the recommendation of this Committee the 
following were duly elected Managers for four years, 
ending May, 1893: John H. Earle, S, Van Rensselaer 
Cruger, Elbert A. Brinckerhoff, James A. Leavitt, 
Charles H. Trask, William Hoyt, Robert W, De 
Forest, J. D. Kurtz Crook, and T. G. Sellew. 

Secretary Gilman read the Abstract of the Annual 
Report of the Managers for the year ending March 
31st, 1889. é 

On motion of the Rev. J. E. Rankin, D.D., of New 
Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That the Report, an abstract of which 
has just been read, be printed and circulated under 
the direction of the Board of Managers, 

The Treasurer, Mr. William Foulke, presented the 
‘statement of the receipts and payments for the year 
just closed, with the certificate of the Auditing Com- 
mittee, 
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On motion of A. D, F. Randolph, Esq., of New 
York, it was 

Resolved, That the Financial Statement be accepted 
and printed in the Annual Report. 

On motion of Stephen R. Gray, Esq., of Albany, 
N. Y., it was 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers, as now 
constituted, be directed to meet in the Bible House 
on the third Thursday in the present month, for the 
purpose of organizing for the ensuing year, and the 
transaction of such other business as may be pre- 
sented. 

On motion of Henry Dickinson, Esq., of New York, 
it was 

Resolved, That when the Board adjourn, it do 
adjourn to meet in the Bible House, in New York, on 
the second Thursday in May, 1890, at 3,30 P. M. 

Stephen R. Gray, Esq., offered a resolution, which 
was adopted, viz.: That the subject of discounts on 
the Society’s publications be referred to the Board of 
Managers to consider the propriety of amending the 
rule as to whom discount from list prices should be 
made, 

The Society then adjourned. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliaries, May, 1889. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 


Brooksville B.§., Fla., Rev. P. W. Hawkins, Brooksville, 
Wallace & Vic. B. S., Neb., Albert Howe, Wallace. 
Hickory B.5S., N. C., John E. Haithcock, Hickory. 


Deceased Directors. 


John B. Hall, New York. 
William P. Pollard, Seneca Falls, N. Y. 


Deceased Members. 


Rev. Conway P. Wing, D.D., Carlisle, Pa. 
Rey. Charles Phillips, D.D., LL.D., Columbia, 8S. C, 
Rey. John Simonson, Plainfield, N. J. 

Rey. J. B: Ellsworth, Xenia, Ohio. 

Rey. William M. Parry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rey. Charles R. North, New York. : 
Rev. Barlow W. Gorham, Sea Cliff, N. Y. 
Rey. Platt T. Holley, Bridgeport, Ct. 

Hon. Isaac 8. Newton, Norwich, N. Y. 
Lewis H. Alling, Rochester, NY. 

John Bowdoin Cocke, Belmead, Va. 
Henry B. Lewis, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Mrs. Cyril Spaulding, Newark, N. J. 

Rev. William Russell, Washington, D. C, 
Samuel McCarty, Aurora, Ill. 

Rey. Allen A. Scott, Raleigh, N.C. 

Rey. G. W. Timlow, D. D., Warwick, N. Y. 
James H. Smith, Delhi, N. Y. 

Rey. William H. Crawford, D.D., Camden, Me, 
I, M. Rosebrough, Valley Falls, Ks. 
Emeline Chittenden, Durham, N. Y. 
Charles M. King, Rondout, N.Y. 

Mrs. Frances A. Sammons, Wattsburg, Pa. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports Jor 
the month of March, 1889. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting.....< 20 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited..........0..e0eee5 169 
Anniversaries attended...............00cceeee sierddis Siete “Ay 6% 


New Societies and Committees formed.. 


in biatejeieleisininie 6 6 


Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 205. 
Letters sent................ Tue ele eye ous a SEPA ONCE er 2,145 
Miles travelled on official duty............sccesseceees 24,244 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $2,500 97 


‘ 
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Summary of Bible Distribution in March, by 80 
Colporteurs and 30 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts, 
Days of service. 1,549 612 
Miles travelled........... a ee Malosieieieles ane 18,222 52% 


Families visited by them..................0. 28,144 14,015 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 4,880 1,101 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 8,055 623 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,352 654 
Number of books sold...........cecceecceees 10,070 1,924 
WAlWe;OF HOOKS SOld! ocelot cole ove eo ccs $3,525 08 $902 44 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,808 953 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $531.50 $206 43 
Contributions received..............e.e.eee % 158 99 1,600 & 


Summary of 185 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in April, 1889. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months........... sees $28,897 96 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 15,890 67 


Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 


i i 24,920 91 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 


2,993 75 
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New Societies and Committees formed............... 110 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 2,286 
LOtbeLs BENT AAESAL oles Maes’ «0d cscs acca dete seats 21,780 


Miles travelled on official duty...........css.cccscecees 299,278 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $30,691 05 


Summary of Bible Distribution in the year ending 
february 28, 1889, by 53 Colporteurs and 250 County 


Agents reporting. Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts 
olporteurs. Co. : 


DAY SOL BOL V1COe ciresreisvarisiat sie saesaee eeu cits 12,018 6,155 
Miles trav Clled vagus ecisoevise ts see ews eoelemne 142,787 54,2382 
Families visited by them..................06 181,505 152,884 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 80,276 15,758 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 20,432 9,183 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 9,723 6,044 
Number'of books! SOldseeh sceats ce cces vscoete 14,298 18,354 
VialuGrOf DOOKSIEO]d se saacaeisenscssesocccieniens $27,345 75 $8,206 92 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 18,092 11,982 


Value of books distributed gratuitously... $4,261 18 $2,561 80 
Contributions TEGeIV.Eds Ie ae.0\ «sas. 3 ose sleds $1,519 48 $10,500 16 


pee Ra Mapepaales fleldS..-. 2... see ee eee etre eee . wate: a Summary of 953 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
Value of stock on hand at date..........-...--.sse 30,025 00 ties, received during the year ending April 30, 1889. 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 46 Receipts from sales in twelve months................ $76,295 46 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 46 Receipts from collections and donations............. 48,820 86 
Families visited by them.......... eeeeehes Santee een ; 58,535 Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 80,160 44 
Families found destitute................00006 ieee : 4,377 Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 12,642 84 
Destitute families supplied.............cscecccecceeecs 8,098 Expended on their own fields.............0..00005 ners. 20,844 58 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 1,888 Value of books donated.................. Pe el SCOR: 8,461 59 
Sabbath and other schools supplied....... seeeeerderes 67 Value of stock on hand at date......... 2. ccecc eee en ee 116,259 33 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 194 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ i as 
thé year eniinse March 30.788 Families visited by them spears rene Saieetere wa erantesiers 144,796 
24 ES JO; 9 Pamilies found destitute. a... .seeseas se ceees 11,650 
Number of District Sup’ts reporting (average)...... 20 - Destitute families supplied...........02..... eee evens 8,666 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited.................008 1,756 Destitute individuals supplied in addition........... 0 6,634 
AUIH VETSATIOS MULCHLO S522 5 acca seve on sede encsitncviee es 699 Sabbath and other schools supplied..............+++4- 187 
EIP St. Louis Conference, M. E. Ch....... $60 70 A Friend, Middletown, N,Y......... 5 $2 00 
REO TS IN APRIL, 1889. St. Louis, Union M. E. Church........ 46 00 Ames, Mrs. C.L., Jersey City, N. J... 2 00 
wd Goode Ay. M, E. Ch........ 2 00 Anonymous, Utica, N. Y..........000- 5 00 
LEGACIES. MISSISSIPPIC Collections by Colporteurs.......... 158 99 
De Pauw, W. C., late of New Albany, Bolton, Meth. Ep. Ghz South.......... 21 85 Githens, W. R., Hamilton, Ill......... 5 00 
Learned, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 9 50 Gxapbars; Mrs. William H., NGM 
‘“ Presbyterian Church........ 9 50 York, “In Memoriam of Preston. 5 00 
“ Baptist Church............. : 4 30 Harris, Young L. G., Athens, Ga..... 100 00 
acon: St he West Richmond- an 
- ville, N. Y...... TESS Rncetlene doOee 
St. Charice, First CORE. Chics ine neaeae 2 09 “H.L. A. Colorado,” Appleton, Wis. 3 00 
Moore’s Prairie Congregation........ 4 30 McNaughton, William, Utica, Ohio.. 5 00 
NEW JERSEY. Norris, Mrs. Sarah M., Mt. Pleasant, 
Summers, Rey. John, late of Marshall Newark Conference, M, E. Ch........ 744 00 ee eet aoe occenscho sad niga 21054 
Co., Iowa....... Se re i od 95 90 NEW YORK. Newman, Miss Irene, Belle Centre, 
are. a Canandaigua, Meth. Ep. Church..... 10 00 Ohio..... Si saiew Barsieeis Ostet /ealvioln eveiaie 5 00 
$31,622 14 Cygsackie, First Reformed Ch........ 850 Sayre, Brooks, Summit, N. J 29 00 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. Fort Edward, M.¥E. Church........... 8000 Union Meeting at Aberden, Miss..... 18 55 
ALABAMA. ’ Freedom, Welsh Baptist Church...... 87 50 ee ce Clintons, 1S weenie 14 25 
Attala, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... ¢350 # New York East Conf.,M.E.Ch...... 63400 Waters, James, Oswego, N. Y....... Fy 1 00 
Carrolton, M. E. Ch. South 8.8 4 20 New York, Mt. Washington Pres. Ch. 650 Wilson, Rey. W.B., Leighton, Ala... 10 16 
Huntsville, “ “ A ae 400 s East 158th Street German Winslow, John F., Poughkeepsie, i, A 
? M.E. Church...... este oto 6 50 ea Notelsisisteraleisteretesaaie/olate s(o ss bitajejsistsiere 5 ( 
Hot Springs, = Sak Pac oO 100 Oxford, Congregational Church...... 500 Ward, Alfred, Grand Rapids, Mich... 100 
Little Rock Conference, M. E. Ch.... 850 Sandy Hil, Pres. Chi.......s..<0.s0 bod 17 00 — 
AES Troy, State St. M. E, Church.......... 80 00 $816 77 
New Haven, Trinity M. E. Ch.......- p 30 00 Westport, Meth. Ep. Church.......... 5 5 00 AUXILIARY. SOCIETIES. 
New London, First Cong. Ch.........+ 14 21 PENNSYLVANIA. Credited Credited 
ILLINOIS. East German Conf., M. E. Ch......... S300 Sa 88 Donation: om Aocqgnt. 
Southern Illinois Conf.,M.E.Ch..... 2 00 VERMONT. EN a Sai 
ee, Troy Conference, M. EB. Church...... 200 ee Ind.......+..-. sees $4.60 im 
p SIRO NBENS Beipinens ppc . 
FE eee Ma CE ee IFO irekis; Maths Wp sohnreh Siete gig’ Ukurora, Mhacseatiovutitas > $000 © 80.00 
* z aan. WE rons 309 Albion & Vicinity, lowa.... : 15 00 
South Kansas Conference, M.E.Ch.. 200 Loyal, vs ‘Axtell, Ks 89 65 
SW Se “ “6 16 00 FOREIGN LANDS. eed ’ paces salt atl otis 
Cae Tee e ae hex oF idee eet op : i eee es oe oe steaee pie 
; Rio de Janeiro Meth. Ch., Brazil...... 1 wy Ne Leveeee coven ) 
Carondolet, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 41 00 Cheri Combelitaas Areontiné-me- Bou-Homine Con Datecosve 1000 10 00 
ia es iota ED Oe arrears nsec tone U6 18 | BESBON C05 Micbiga cee 46 20 
Rockland, Platt Memorial M. E. Ch.. German Mission M.E.Ch.,Germany. 97 48 ES es ets. Beers errs 49 14 
; MASSACHUSETTS. aS oone Co., Mo.... sats ae ‘ 
Arlington, Orthodox Cong. Ch........ 20 00 $2,889 52 Beadle Co., Dak............. 3 29 00 
MISSOURI. GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. Clinton Co., Lowa.........+++ 84 95 
Central Missouri Conf., M. E. Ch..... BiG ADE TIEM AR sive castes cs clse's bev cwnese'6 $ 2 Cedar Co., Iowa............. 50 00 20.12 
I * 40 00 200 00 96 94. 


Missouri Conference, M. E. Ch....... 


“© — Pittstown, N. Y.......eeeee 


4 


Columbia, S.C... ies cree 
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Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account as Donation. on Account. as Donation, on Account. 
Chenango Co., N. Yeussscees $7 51 Fort Madison, Iowa.....+.... $78 57 Knox Co., O10. oeaseveraene $67 64 
Clinton Co., Ind.........0006 56 29 Greeneville Union, Ala...... 8 54 Lexington, I). ieee ate $41 83 
Cass Co., Dak er Aa te G1 56 Greene Co., MO..........0006 25 00 Lanfens Co., BaG.censs shee 86 30 
Coltmbia Co., N. Yuus.ccsnee $39 90 Greene Co., N. Y.. 56 00 Lafayette Co., MO.........+- 80 CO 45 45 
Cincinnati Yo, Men’s, Ohio. 140 12 Guernsey Co., Ohio.. 84 06 Laces Coy ORL0., ...ceseeseans 48 
Cheyenne Co.,, Ks............ 4 50 Greene Co., Ohio.. 84 00 Louisville & Vicinity, Ky 225 00 
Columbus & Franklin Co., Greene Co., Tenn... <op 10 00 Lake:.Go.g Albcicgs «4 atewntiet 12 70 
NELCHER  vnsnie dic.citanaiela oiniaitie 800 00 Grant Co,, Wis........ i 20 00 Marshall Co., Ill......ceceees 80 00 40 00 
Chicago, Ill.... 486 07 Houston Co., Texas. 56 67 Mitchell, Dak....... | ae 3 89 
Caldwell Co., N. 5 70 Holland Patent Welsh, N. Y. 68 98 7 02 Memphis & Shelby Co, Tenn, 183.78 
Carlton, N. Y.... Aa 15 00 HAMOVED) Llisetrenrabieta tency « 36 73 By mY | Milwaukee Welsh, Wis...... 47 82 9 18 
@linton Co. Mliceeacccueete 4 00 Hagerstown & Vic., Ind..... 80% Madison Co., Ind............ 5 45 
Cerro Gordo Co., Iowa...... 10.00 Huntington Co., Ind......... 850 Manistee Co., Mich.......... 50 00 
Columbus City, Iowa... 9 28 Hartford, Wis......... as 8598 Marquette Co., Mich........ 18 88 
Champaign Co., Ohio.. 6 50 Hancock Co., IIl.. 8400 Menominee Co., Mich....... 82 00 
Dodgeville Welsh, Wis...... 95 97 908 Howard Co., Mo... 14 05 Milwaukee Co., Wis......... 198 73 
Drblin Texasl.e... «c cancels 8667 Henderson Co., Ill 8368 Muskegon Co., Mich......... 30 00 
Deposit & Vicinity, N. Y.... 58 00 lowa Falls, Lowa. 8448 Madison Co., Iowa........... 59 50 
Davidson Co., N.C a 20 49 Towa Co., Iowa.. es 12.00 Mineral Point, Wis.......... 11 85 
Decatur, Ala as 15 25 Indianapolis Female, In °F) 127 30 Menard.Co,, Il.. 6500 ese ss-ee 56 25 
Dunlap & Vicinity, Iowa.... 21 38 Ishpeming Bible Com. ‘Mich. 2309 Mower Co., Minn............ 9 00 
Dougias,CO.,; KG. ..5.- 000000 24 00 Jefferson CO., Ala..s....secee 5 50 Nicollet Co,, Minn..........+ 56 16 
Dade Co., Mo.. 18 40 Jackson Co., Wis Were 8 61 23 New Brunswick Young 
Daviess Co., Ky. 6 00 Johnstown Welsh, Pa. ss 60 00 MCN S, IN dacea go dpa a tas 50 00 
Davis Co., Iowa.. 18 77 Jasper Co., Mo....... ie 6279 New Marlborough, Mass.... 5 28 
Emmet Co., Mich... 29 48 Johnson Co., Mo... 29 10 New Castle Female, Del..... 180 00 
Erie Welsh, Col 24 68 % 82 Johnson Co., Ks ov 22 15 Osceola Co., lowa......... .. 25 10 
Effingham Co.,, lll.. 407 Kendallsville & Vic., Ind... 28 19 Ontario Co., N. Y... “ie 87 97 


Franklin Co., Mass.. 12°29 ~~ Kasson) Minnis. 2o>...2. 17-49 Ohio’ Goi, "Ind. 25.204 va 22 90 
Fonda, Iowa...... 80 00 Knox Co., Tl... 50 00 OTELON:. 670k. 1 iavease ay 161 56 
Franklin Co., Ind.. ee 26 18 Kewanee, Ill....... 25 80 00 Oakland Co., Mich a3 50 (0 
MOPHWO. Llasenveesunese ceive 51 45 Keokuk City, lowa.......... 1 00 isle CO. . odscatiasd teen 250 00 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Returns 
From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts 
Legacies, Collec. from Aux-| from Indi- Bales of) reported roa pare by Misslonary ees, Total Lote 
tions, iliaries. | viduals, | _POOKS | by Colpor-| "nase Foreign | andother| %  |Transfers.| Cash. 
Donated. teurs, reuse Agents, Societies. 
Cash.......| 31,622 14 | 2,889 52 | 1,325 56 816 V7 592 26 | 3,554 86 | 2,434 58 | 5,705 71 | 4,337 41 243 é 52,430 74 
DTOANG ENE N eseces. |. veloc i 29000>. Sane 2 Jae LOS EE seeeneel) ected ee ee ee 898 11 
OMY CAN XITATIOSS ncnte tora ninido-ss,susn sia, ciate Vas ENC ERE RR wero Se RI pene he tk a Ren oe 1,535 42 9,589 70 
“The TAA; 5c sniwwiaentt cabin ten scien ete eOSRER ENR MES RAC ced «eee Ore Ree Ee aay nt 50 87 2,180 63 
Be TER YALE, sais rca coroners ¢ orcenec ara oTavaXOINMIS aT eio-c MONT NR SSeCre tag EMR SOR cs tae ES TRA es we're ming erareePeeket 694 32 
“Investments subject to Life Interest.............sese0es piserakistaancies Sete eitibuliandss Oe ec 672 92 
‘“* Interest on Available Funds...............2.0. Talat  PGTEMIC aes mato tao eae se ithe cs empncalan Cros occa tice Mate 1689 | 
’ a a a a } 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
a a Ie ey 
Depository Sales of Waste ' ; 
Sales, Retail Sales, Rater Job Work, Miscellaneous, _ 
CAS iss veeassed Fees 2 ' 
ie 045 38 1,016 91 sive stein Lae sina a sebicliae otlers 8,062 24 F 
TONSfETS8...0+0.6 * fetes 
25,009 16 679 65 ieehineee 58h 89 sures Saree 11 65 | 26,235 35 
Total Ee | f 
Transfers....... S409 siete see eNeeasTAnoy sTieveddne we pled aes elsleeie se(UUdlse'ss viaje d83 498 Wh Sul) SOI8T9 TIE : : 
6 


Cash Bet nrneeninnninatcr 68,997 44 
Cash Balance from March trv | 


Sei yHate eda Wo CITE Le MUD oll Aue 2 14,808 6 


Hate saicents ta reaxa Wyecane MUP Seca eaals tocaaatals ns, but necessary paym transfer ‘as between the different sie ree : 
Departments, to show the net result of each, ca by ta ee sa I $85,806 05 
» 


April, 1889. 
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nA Beawetns te botinl aa Grated Credited - SALES REPORTED BY FORKIGN 
Parker Co., Texas...... ween $18 60 Thomastown & Vic., Ind.... $i 8% AGENCIES, 
Port Huron. Mich 100.00 Tazewell Co., Ill...esscsecves 16 00 Venezuela ASency.....eocsesrecceses $111 04 
Pottowattomie Co., Lowa... 75 00 Utica & Vic. Welsh, N.Y... 87.99 China Agency............0+ 1,845 65 
ROU OGS TOW... tcc ccccenes 22 16 WormGnt ere eee eee 500 00 Cuba Agency...........06. 62 3} 
Perry Co., Ala. eshte lstek ices We $29 20 Vernon Co., Wis.........es08 18 52 Brazil ABency........00eetene .. 84 48 
Plainfield & Vicinity, Ind... 6 80 Veedersburgh & Vic., Ind... 16 80 La Plata AGeNCY......c00ssscecresseses 2,812 19 
ethis (Clo UMOsti. Wadeccesece 88 25 WHIT OOS Til Se eas eet 165 00 es area 
anita & Coalport Welsh Wabash OG, Inds Rs. cei 23 40 $5,705 71 
DT isin. os carviuowda ta salen 20 00 West Sal Tl on y \ 
Pennsylvania................, ama a. Wokeementowainn...... aig FROM MISSIONARY AND OTHER S0- 
PeOrte OO... cscancasincQes 51 60 Whiteside Co., Ill 20 00 CLETIES. 
Ringgold Co., RORY Shit ste oinea'e 17 00 2 88 Washington City, D. C...... 150 00 Ceylon Mission, Am. Board........... 26 23 
Rome & Vic., Welsh, N. Y.. 54 00 Westfield, Iowa... 84 22 German Mission, M. E, Ch. Mission- 
Rock Island Co., Ill......... 49 18 Wyoming Co., N. 100 00 100 00 OEY, SOCIOL joc anu cinema cpr 8,978 22 
Bree COs, LOWS. . 022. Jcsc cece 6170 Warren Co., Ohio im 180 00 Spanish Mission, Am. Board 832 96 
Sand Beach & Vic., Mich... LAG” VOLE COs, Be Oscapenensc so4se$ 61 94 
Springville, Ala..........00e 82.71 —_— $4,837 4 
a = Seca Ind.... 17 45 $1,825 56 9,589 70 MISCELLANEOUS. 
b>) Ne BD, PA .cccacege : 
Pe raiths & Viciitie anich nor FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. Sales by Colporteurs..........s0+000: $3,554 86 
Spring Green, Welsh, Wis... 6 00 95 American Sunday School Union, Retail Sales Ri laitisipiere tinct iebisiotels’s aie Siapsieiniare 2,045 83 
Malem, Ohio. 204... 6 00 Phila, PA eee. Lee Sek i196 Trade Sales.......sesseeeees 2,180 68 
Spartanburg Co., 8. C........ 55 00 Carlise, Rey. J. W., St. Joseph, Mich. 500  Remtals......-.eeevseveereereeees se 8 
Renee; 8 G2 eee. me 4000 Rice, W.T., Spring Hill, Conn.......; 49, 4 TRcome subject to Lite Tnterest,. 672 92 
St.Louis, Mo. ..:.....0<-c0<< 20000 Pres. Board of Publication, Phila., Income from Trust Funds........ 2,434 58 
Be Clair Goel. 6.62.5... 40 00 tf Ree IP Oe ka ee ee 9.25 . lncometrom‘Avatlable Funds. . 16 89 
Sangamon Co., IL...... Weise 18 10 Clevenger, Rey. Jerry, Hotchkiss, Col 1 00 SAL a Waste Materials. ..... ia pe a3 
Sevier Cos Tennes. 6s. 28 00 Goodman, Rey. W. D., Winsted, La.. 5 00 SREB SUES agen a ecntcpegioancogan 
Seymour & meee mnad--<, 2407 Robertson, Mrs. A. E. W., Muskogee, 49.618 87 
Tompkins Co., N. Y.......... 42 98 Tndlan LErribOrgz. << ovis cia saceps cov eees 25 $12,618 8% 
Tioga Co., N. 2 SS SST 58 26 aaa ae 
Tuscaloosa, Ate sIER 3 eee 7 00 $592 26 "EOUAL FACE DUS..<<iclcan aisicis’s sina sisioleelaincie’s $68,997 44 
FOR APRIL, 1889. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District | Colpor- Grants GARI. 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- Total Total 
5 Foreign |... , B. 8. Miscel- 0 ‘ota 
Sal. sion’y & r 
and Ex. ahd Ex. Agencies. other So- Record, | laneous.| To Colport- To Foreign) To Life | } nated, |Transfers.| Cash. 
aS age, Agencies, | Members, 
penses, penses, cieties. \ 
$ $ 
Gash... L623 69) 8,067 56] 14,087 31) 7,484 84| 119 99) 250.99} ° ...... Res ne ae 1 45 26,785 83 
Transfers... Red aco Py eins 856 32 27 00| - 4,898 96 Lhh2 99 1,680 50 2,586 93 10,942 70 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &c.......... SI Renee thence Seo eet Soke Maicae Rey aaots ara sraisialetacasese 13,331 06 25 
The Trade— om ua - cand awit a eaanicwiatMns so eagasinsiie Base Baie Suslatare Sesto cole Posie oapiscerie sic Mee OL GEOL 40 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Tnogmg RAIS SOC aoe wer Mr faisisistaveieic eae neGnoobosdos FeSO HOON er 67 21 
Bible House Expenses,........... Ee PPE TET CO ne AF TO Siw cuaetols eiaeietaiye seit Polpadds ose owooueuCHsSeso 295 34 
General Salaries and Expenses....... Si ae aes ae AES oo baie 2 SEEM den amen ooeenanaar aga 63 30 | 2,972 84 
Interest on Life Investment...... aisetierores Redsitae ote SCORES og Ao eRe ofthat side wide S.o ataletabeerorajoreroratereaie 159 58 
Merchants’ Bank—Temporary Loan and Interest paid off.............-+.- To supas pais atigecieisiaccte of Wet ces soe vise 25,168 89 
ne ee ee ee eee 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. - 
DEPOSITORY. 
Salaries 
Manuf’g Building Machin’ | Dise 
ry| and Ex- Boxes , scount 
Wages. | Material. | Repairs & | Repairs & | ¢ mois | penses in Cartage, eee os er on Sales, 
: _ |Pepository| Postage, | turned. |Duties, ete. i 
Cash.......| 10,812 60 2%6 00 13 23 82 65 tee 491 16 — B46 47 Bris Betan See 125022 11 
Transfers.. wey Aran sits Lette merece 2 36 eel 118.45 veee | 1,680.26.) 1,801.57 rice 
Ea ier topsite) 
Total Tramsferss..essssseesceewecsstevecancceseqietesseeseeeserscesscasceuscenseea insta | 28,219 15 
|Saeare Saas oe 
= 7 87, 404 74 
Cash Balance forward to MAY... -sesccececsecenensccortceceeseceesseesneesececccesaeseseruetensees 16,401 a1 
N. Bho amounts in Hatso type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary. agments by transfer as bebwoon, che dierent ros 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.......- nt estee President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ 


REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D..........--+ Secretaries. 
WILLTAM FOU LK Betiiseccccccccccnssccvccwensnsce Treasurer. 
GAniE oT. ROW Hens ec eee General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to “The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICH ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A, PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala, 
AMANSAS elise cw cecneeeivna sae Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
; Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
(Ciena hee See ee a a Rev. HERBERT P. MyErs, 
‘ Barnesville, Ga. 
MUA OIS A iip'sos eee vis oho eee Rev. E. G. Smrru, 
‘ Princeton, Tl, 
ATIGIATIQ’SICE cscs vorewrede nave Ose eds Rev. W. J. VIGuUs, 
Wabash, Ind. 
MOWireecte seus oas se usaeeee te ..... Rey. JOHN HOOD, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
HGADSAR see wept tie edeth aaieeaseic tate Rey. 8. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Go. 8S. SAVAGE, M. D. 


Covington, Ky. 


£ 
‘Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. McLaurin, 
New Orleans, La, 


Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MBAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
_ Minnesota & Dakota......... --.Rey. Jopaua T. Evans, 
: Minneapolis, Minn. 
MISSOUTL te 2oi02ccieda haeaee eee ee Rev. J. W. LEWIS, D.D., 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ; Rev. Guo. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
ins s is Pdieig od Salanls coven ; Blair, Neb. 
New VOrk.astsct Sctosors sen ae Rey. DAvipD Born, 
; y Oneonta, N. Y. 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THomas H. Law, 
Spartanburg, 8. C. 
OnIOH sens. Wa wiblmenicn srs erereees REV. E, 8. GILLETTE, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Oregon, Washington Terr’y, ) Rey. P. C. H g 
Idaho, and Montana..,. eK pre Oregon. 
TOXAS.....-2+seeeeeeeesereeeeeee++ROV. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia....................Rev. THOMAS Corton, 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 
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NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole olject is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place iis sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shalt 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable usés and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 


Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 


tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auziliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary, : 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, ang 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 


be given for its donations by those to whom its books are » 


confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1889, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request Sor it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
tony oo churches contributing directly to the funds of the 

ociety. ; 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 


the order. 


club rates; but the money should in all cases accompany ‘ 


4 


Every person who is entitled to the Record and to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by 
‘ . 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. = 


AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, oe 
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